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November 27, 2018 
 
 
District Community: 
 
Good evening, I hope this communication finds you well.   Again, I reach out on 
behalf of the Maywood Board of Education with an update on our high school 
situation. As noted in our last communication, the feasibility study continues, and 
we hope to have information regarding the completion of the first phase shortly.  
 
Tonight, however, I’m contacting you regarding a press release that Hackensack 
Public Schools distributed on 11/21, regarding its referendum and school district 
election on January 22, 2019. The resolution brings forth a referendum for district-
wide facilitates renovations, alterations and a new school which was approved 
unanimously by the Hackensack Board of Education this past Wednesday. According 
to the press release, the number one reason that Hackensack is seeking referendum 
is overcrowding. Interestingly, this is the complete opposite of what the Hackensack 
Board of Education said during our meeting in July.  
 
I share this with you this press release because it touches upon the three aspects of 
Maywood's concerns that have been voiced consistently for the last two years. 
 
The three concerns which have steered Maywood to this action were and continue 
to be the following. 
 
1. The cost of the Hackensack High School tuition is prohibitive and will continue to 
impact the Maywood K-8 budget in a negative fashion. Years of continued failed 
negotiations on top of the last three years of being charged $400 K above the state 
rate have worsened this issue. 
 
2. Overcrowding has been an issue Maywood has noted consistently. Maywood has 
stated on the record that if overcrowding is an issue then releasing the sending 
districts would benefit both the sending districts (Maywood) and the receiving 
district  (Hackensack). 
 
 
 

https://www.hackensackschools.org/cms/lib/NJ02211203/Centricity/Domain/8/HPS%20PRESS%20RELEASE%2011-21-2018.pdf


 
3. Maywood is not interested in a high school with the configuration of grades 10 
through 12, having Maywood 8th graders graduate from MAS and then attend a 
grades 7 through 9 junior high school in Hackensack. This configuration is not what 
the contract stipulates. 
 
All three of the concerns listed above have been magnified in the rationale stated for 
the proposed referendum as noted in the attached press release. 
 
1. With a $165 million referendum, although supported by Hackensack taxpayers, 
any such increase would directly impact sending districts in the form of debt service 
as well as increased tuition payments aligned with such a large expansion. 
 
2. The first rationale listed for the referendum on the attached press release states, 
"addressing overcrowding at all district schools."  This is disappointing in the fact 
that although Maywood has voiced this concern, members of the Hackensack BOE in 
attendance at the July presentation in Maywood, are on record as stating, "the 
overcrowding is not in the high school".  
 
3. Although the Hackensack representatives at the July meeting indicated that the 
grades 7 through 9 junior high school was still being considered, this press release 
confirms that indeed the new configuration is a part of the referendum. Maywood 
and its parents voiced concern during the July presentation and asked for any 
research conducted on Hackensack's part that assisted in this decision. No such 
follow up has been made since July and Maywood continues to be against having its 
8th grade graduates attend a junior high school upon graduating from MAS. 
 
Maywood has consistently stated that the Hackensack School District and its 
taxpayers should do what is in the best interest of their school district. Maywood is 
a sending district and therefore all that we can hope for is a partnership and an 
inclusive viewpoint. Maywood feels that such a partnership does not exist. 
Maywood also feels that based on the three criteria discussed above, and how each 
negatively impacts Maywood students and taxpayers,  Maywood likewise should be 
able to do what is in its best interest, including being released from the relationship.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Jordan & Maywood BOE 
 


